
Dear Parents/Carers,

With just one week until the mid term holiday, things show no sign of slowing down at The 
Willows. The children are busy with their learning and, looking around the school, there is no 
shortage of rich and engaging learning activities going on.
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Getting Ready For 

Take-Off

Archie has reason to feel pleased with

himself, as his artwork now features in the

school’s newspaper masthead title.

This is not work he has done at school, but

was completed at home, where painting is

one of his hobbies.

When asked about where the idea for the sign

came from, Archie pointed to his father as the

source for his ideas.

My dad paints and I thought why not do a

picture for my school.” Archie says he has lots

of support from his father, who gives him the

inspiration for his work.

Celebrating Artistic Talent at The Willows

Oak are almost ready for blast off. In art and

design, they are using papier mache to make

space helmets for a journey beyond Earth’s

atmosphere. ”Some of us kids are going to the

moon to visit Moon Man,” said Cody, while others

have more ambitious plans, like Alex.

“I’m going to visit the new planet they have just

discovered that has water, then I’m going to Mars,

and then I’m going to go to the moon.” When

asked how is going to manage such a tough

schedule, Alex wasn’t worried. “My ship travels at

100,000,000 miles and hour.” No problem!



Eco News

The London news

Breaking news: CREATURE INVADES 
LONDON STREETS!!!!
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A mysterious creature crashed on earth 
last night. The authorities were scared. 
Nobody seems to know what breed he is. 
The creature is pure white and has a 
weird face. He is big like a rock but 
unfortunately he is still in shock so we 
don’t know if he speaks English! 

According to many reports the creature

destroyed the forest. Firemen also admitted

they have never seen anything like this

before.

Policemen claimed that he looked like 18

years old man and he was big! Parliament

released photos of him. Everyone was

shocked so they wrapped him and put him in

jail. Some think he is an invader so we need

to send the army.

By Spencer

In literacy Ash class
worked in small groups
to re-create the
scene of the people
rushing to the crash
site inspired from our
Moon Man book. The
students were able to
create a freeze frame
of the scene.

Ash Dramas Take a Turn

Meanwhile, Eco

warriors this week

created a poster

about Waste and

Pollution. They

learned all about

pollution and they were able to discuss the

serious problems for humans and the

environment if they are not treated,

transported and managed safely



This week in literacy, Chestnut have 

being doing a lot of learning about Ely 

Cathedral. A special congratulations to 

Ruvaid for this stunning piece of 

learning. Keep up the outstanding effort

Writing Stars

The Willows academy Celebrates Black History Month
Through the month of October, the school will be celebrating black history with a focus on

well-known black British personalities from the past and present who are an inspiration

for us all. In Maple’s assembly this week, we learned about Mary Seacole and the

contribution she made in her lifetime.

Mary was born in 1805 in Jamaica. Her mother was Jamaican and her

father was a Scottish soldier. Mary’s mother was a nurse and when

she was 12, Mary started to help her look after the sick. In 1854, Mary

decided she wanted to care for the soldiers fighting in the Crimean

War and joined Florence Nightingale’s nurses. She travelled to

London but was turned away because of racial prejudice.

Mary was a woman who sacrificed a lot for this 

country’s soldiers, and today we remember her 

not only for being a great woman , but for being 

a great black woman.

Mary was so keen to help the soldiers

that she paid to go to Crimea and

opened the ‘British Hotel’ just 2 miles

away from the battlefield. She provided

the soldiers with food and treated them with herbal

remedies. The soldiers named her ‘Mother Seacole’. After

the war, she wrote and autobiography, ‘Wonderful

Adventures of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands’. She was

possibly the first free black woman in the British Empire to

do this. Unfortunately , Mary was forgotten overtime and
most attention was given to Florence Nightingale. In 2004 Mary was voted the ‘Greatest 

Black Briton’ and in 2016 a statue of her was raised at St Thomas’ Hospital in London.  

Mary Seacole



Interclass Attendance Race
This weeks attendance is:
Elm: 75.6%
Pine: 91.4%
Maple: 98%
Ash: 91.1%
Oak: 86.7%
Chestnut: 95%
Maple: 98% 

Whole School attendance this week: 88.2%

Congratulations!!
This weeks winners are Maple.

Elm and the Steel Pan Workshop

Elm Class enjoyed a steel pan session this
week for black history month. Were we
learnt to play some notes and the history
of the Steel pan.

Steel pans originated in Trinidad and
Tobago, after the African slaves arrived
in Trinidad. V

The musicians used a variety of tools to create the sound including
kitchen utensils and metal containers.

The first steel pans were made from used oil drums but are now
manufactured as an instrument all on their own to specific
requirements.

Both Rights Respecting Ambassadors and School Council 
members got together for their meetings.
We talked about the children in other countries who are not 
getting their rights met.  Like the children in Syria.  We talked 
about a girl called Teba, who has had to move house six times 
because of the war.  She has a right to her education, but hasn’t 
got it.  She has a right to be safe, but isn’t, and she has a right 
to clean healthy food and water, but doesn’t have it.
We thought that we can help the children around the world 
and in this country by making a donation to UNICEF and writing 
a letter to the Queen or Politicians to see how they can help 
them.

Rights Respecting School News


