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Dear Parents/Carers,

It seems such a short time ago that we were welcoming in the New Year and Spring 1 

term, and here we are at the end of winter, ready to welcome in the spring. It has 

certainly felt like spring over the last few days, although probably best not to put the 

woollies away just yet.

The end-of-half-term holidays are upon us and we would like to take this time to 

thank you for your ongoing support, and say well done to the pupils of The Willows 
Academy for another productive term. So, here is the week that was. 
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Tuesday, February 5th was of course 

Chinese New Year, and to see it in, Elm 

took the tube into China Town to join in 

with the festivities.

It was smiles and excitement from the 

children, many of whom had never been into 

Central London before or even on the tube. 

Mrs Hales-Owen dropped the crew off at 

Greenford Station and, from there, they made 

their way on the Central line into Soho and the 

heart of China town.

The Chinese New Year festival, also called 

the Spring Festival, has been celebrated for 

thousands of years. It falls between the 

December solstice and the March equinox and 

traditionally marks the start of a new cycle of 

sowing and other farming activities in China. 

Each year is dedicated to an animal, and this 

year it is the year of the Pig. What animal are 

you?

Celebrating Chinese New Year

Elm children wait for the 
train to China Town.

A shower of good luck

When they got to China Town, it was 

time for a quick look around before 

heading off for a delicious Chinese 

lunch at one of the many restaurants. 

Thanks to the staff of Elm for making 

the trip possible, to Jack for supporting 

the pupils and well done to all the 

children who did the parents and school 

proud.

Meanwhile, Oak class were learning 

about the Chinese New Year and 

traditions associated with it. Today, the 

Chinese New Year celebrations don’t 

last for just one night, but for 15 days! 

Celebrations start on the eve of the 

New Year when families have a special 

meal together. 

Jason making fortune cookies.Oak Class performed and retold 

the story of the Chinese New Year.

And now for some lunch.



Dates for this Term
Half-term Ends: Friday, February 
15th, 2019
Back to school, Spring 2: Monday, 
February 25th, 2019

Writer of the Week

Congratulations to Alex Groves

Ash have started International book week early with Roald Dahl’s classic tale, 
The Witches. They began the Week by creating their own witches in art and 
described them  in literacy.

All the pupils have been engaged and worked well and the result was some 
wonderful creative learning, however only one sample of writing can be shown 
here, and this week we are celebrating the fabulous writing of Alex, who has 
worked hard all week to produce writing of Which he can be well pleased.

John Doe by Alex G.

Her clothes are as black as a black hole in deep space, 

looking through to another dimension. She moves as if 

she were shot in the back of the leg with a rubber bullet, 

moving very slowly like a fat slug on a leaf, leaving a 

blood trail of slime. Her wig looks so real, like it is 

actually part of her body, you can’t even notice that it is 

a wig. When she talks, it sounds like she is using a 

voice changer, so high that it could break a wine glass. 

This week in maths, Maple 

class have been exploring 

2D Shapes and 3D shapes. 

We have been looking at 

and comparing these shapes 

in groups whilst also looking 

around the school.

Maths with Maple

PTA NEWS
Many thanks to the school’s new and energetic Parent Teacher Association, 
who organised and ran the school’s first fundraising event, a cake sale. On 
display was a delicious, mouth-watering array of home-made cakes and 
biscuits.

All the pupils came to school ready to choose from the wide selection 
available and, with a mouth-watering price of three cakes for a pound, they 
went away happy.

The event managed to raise a sum of £73.00, a record amount, so all in all, it 
was a resounding success. Thanks again, PTA.

Safe Holiday
The Willows Academy would like to wish you 
all a safe holiday and look forward to seeing 
you back safe and well at the beginning of 
Spring 2


